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Parish Office

Maria - Mondays
Cecilia —Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm

Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257

Mass Times

Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am

Family Mass with

Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the

Month 10am Mass

Morning Tea Sunday

3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am

Sacraments

Confession

Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment

Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th

Sunday of the month.

Marriage
At least 6 months notice

required

Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call

Devotions

Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass

Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

Novena to Our Lady of

Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm
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STAY AWAKE! Prepare for the Coming
of Christ
Advent Companion 2022

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching. Let
us make the most of this precious time to gather in
our parishes and communities to prepare for the
coming of Jesus. This free Advent Companion
contains Gospel readings for the Sundays of Advent
and Christmas, and spiritual reflections by Bishop
Danny Meagher, Mrs Tania Rimac, Sr Mary Julian
Ekman RSM, Dr Michael Casey and Fr Benjamin
Saliba.

Designed for individual or group prayer, either in-
person or online. The resource will be distributed
among the parishes in early November, and will also
be available for download on the Go Make

Disciples website at www.gomakedisciples.org.au.

Training Sessions - The Parish Renewal Team, will
be providing training for those keen to lead a group —
see www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/ for
dates and registration.

For further information, contact Helen Wager

at helen.wagner@sydneycatholic.org

Parishes are encouraged to share the attached tile
(please see the parish bulletin board) to promote the
resource.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week

(24 - 29 Oct2022)

Mon  24/10 St Anthony Claret, bishop
Fri 28/10  Sts Simon and Jude, apostles

Vinnies

This is the link to the Metropolitan Vinnies
Schools and Youth Newsletter Term 4 2022 :
https://bit.ly/MetroNewsTerm4-2022

The 2022 edition of the Mini Vinnies
Formation Program (MVFP) for
students in Years 4 — 6 is available for
those who wish to undertake Social
Justice Formation in their own time. For
more information please go to https://
bit.ly/VinniesMVFP

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important
than ever for the people of Ukraine.

Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-

appeals/ukraine/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Saints Simon and Jude
Both Simon and Jude were ordinary men who were
chosen by Jesus himself to teach others about God’s
love and to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew
28:19).
Along with 10 other men, these two followed Jesus,
lived with him, fled when he underwent his Passion,
and rejoiced when he rose from the dead. At Pentecost
they were filled with the Spirit and a burning desire to
spread the Good News to all. Jude travelled to
Mesopotamia to preach, and Simon went to Egypt.
Eventually they both ended up in Persia, modern-day
Iran. There they worked together evangelizing the
people until they were both martyred. These two
unlikely candidates for apostleship finally witnessed to
the risen Lord with their lives.
Traditionally Saint Jude the Apostle is identified with
the author of the Letter of Jude in the New Testament.
He has also come to be known as the saint of hopeless
cases.
Simon and Jude died for their faith on the same day in
Beirut. Jude’s body was later returned to Rome where
it was buried in a crypt under St. Peter’s Basilica. We
honour their feast day on October 28. These two saints
remind us to learn all we can about Jesus and to share
it with others, as they did.

Choir Notice
The next rehearsal will be on Monday 31st
October 2022 at 7:00pm

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
29 - 30 October 2022

Readers: 5:30pm M Dos Santos
P Allport
8:00am J Peters
G Turnbull
10:00am B Yammine
C Alam

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C 23 October 2022

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner”

Writing to his friend and associate, Timothy, Paul was aware that his life was
coming to an end. Reflecting on it as a whole, he draws on images from the world
of competitive sports - “I have fought the good fight to the end” (wrestling); “I
have run the race to the finish” (the marathon); “I have kept the faith” (the solemn
oath to train for ten months before the event and not to cheat); “the crown of
righteousness” (the laurel wreath awarded to the victor).

i The pharisee in Jesus’ parable would seem to be equally
AWl ' engaged and dedicated through the way he lived. He was no
Q%‘ hypocrite but, as Jesus presents him through his own words, he
ﬁ -“;‘ actually lived the way of life that he preached. He fasted twice a
'8 week and not just once a year as all devout Jews were expected to
| do. He paid tithes on everything he received and not just the ones
M | he was obliged to tithe. The tax collector, on the other hand, was
f;,, ' someone everyone hated, and with good reason. He was an active
‘ player in an unjust and repressive system.
Yet it was the tax collector, not the pharisee, who, in Jesus’
w4 words, “went home at rights with God”. As shown in both the
picture and Jesus’ own description, it was their position and stance
before God that determined who they were in God’s eyes. Jesus places the
pharisee at the front of the Temple before God’s presence in the sanctuary but
really, Jesus says, he was “praying to himself”. Coming back to Paul’s image of a
life of faith as “a race to the finish”, the pharisee believed that he had not only won
the race but had already received/given himself the gold medal. Prayer for him was
“an opportunity to keep God informed about how successful he had been and to
put others down” (The Hospitality of God Brendan Byrne)

The tax collector, on the other hand, felt that he was a loser in every sense. All
that he could do was to stay at the back of the Temple, "not daring even to raise
his eyes to heaven” and to beg God to have mercy on him. Jesus doesn’t say that
the tax collector changed his life from that moment on - unlike Zacchaeus the tax
collector who we will meet in next week’s Gospel. He simply says that "he went
home at rights with God.”

God raised him up as he prayed without even daring to look up, "God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus does not give us the story of the man’s life. Since
this is a parable, he relies on the shock value of considering someone as
contemptible as a tax collector to be in some way “at rights with God”. Was he
somehow trapped in a profession and a way of life that he secretly despised but
could not get out of? We don’t know, although Jesus’ disciples could have known
someone in a situation similar to his. His prayer expressed an acknowledgement of
his own weakness and a profound sense of hope and trust in God to deliver him
from the impossible situation he found himself in. It was not an expression of
despair and self hatred.

The tax collector was a misfit, at home neither in the Jewish world nor in the
society that his way of life had placed him in. He knew that he fitted in nowhere
except in his relationship with God “ who heals all who cry to him for help” (psalm
30:2). It was precisely this experience of ‘not fitting in’ that made him turn to God
as the only one who could provide him with whatever it was that he needed to free
him. Unlike the pharisee, he was not closed in on himself but open to God.

“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner”, also known as ‘the
Jesus prayer’, has been part of our spiritual tradition since at least the Sixth
century. “It combines the praise of Jesus’ humility and divinity (Phillipians 2:6-11)
with the cry of the tax collector... by it our hearts are opened to our Saviour’s
mercy and our human wretchedness” (Catechism of the Catholic Church #2667).
Shortly after he was elected, Pope Francis was asked by an interviewer how he
would describe himself. The interviewer was surprised by his reply: "I am a sinner.
This is not a figure of speech but who I am. I am a sinner whom the Lord has
looked upon with mercy.” (interview with Fr Antonio Spadaro 21/10/13) The tax
collector’s humble prayer expresses both our awareness of our limitations and our
trust in God to give us all that we need to live in the way that he has created us to
live.

Deacon Louis

Family Spirit is currently seeking support to find foster carers.

Upcoming Foster Care Information sessions

Our November online information sessions will be held on the following dates:
*  Wednesday, 30 November 12:30pm - 1:30pm

Those interested can register by visiting familyspirit.org/become-a-carer <https://catholiccare.us6.list-manage.com/track/

click?u=19a02edb76bf288dd9791272&id=9808{c2387&e=bc82b9f219> . One-on-one information sessions are also
available at a time that suits you by contacting us on 13 18 19 to arrange.

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Ph.: 9558 5308
Principal:

Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms Christine Brais
Family Educ: Tania Chahoud
Email:

info@stpcdulwichhill.catholic.

edu.au

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray ...

For the sick
Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, lan, Pat
Christina

Recently Deceased
Mary Duggan
Evelyn Schulhauser
George Vinzce
Maria Adelaide Oliveira

Death Anniversary
Abraham David
Maria Rosa Travia
Marianna Tesoriero
Micheal Semrani
Sr Juanita King Yusingco
Andres Yao Chua

For the Souls
Maria Da Silva
Maria Siutin Chua
Antonio Oliveira

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intention
Thomas Duggan

Henry & Tina and my family
Leah Tillam
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