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Parish Office

Maria - Mondays
Cecilia —Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm

Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257

Mass Times

Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am

Family Mass with

Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the

Month 10am Mass

Morning Tea Sunday

3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am

Sacraments

Confession

Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment

Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th

Sunday of the month.

Marriage
At least 6 months notice

required

Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call

Devotions

Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass

Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

Novena to Our Lady of

Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm
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Paul Alexander James

Paul James, Fr Andrew's father, died last Tuesday
after a long period of ill health. His funeral will be at
St Paul of the Cross at 11:30am on Monday the

26™ September. May he rest in peace. Please pray
for him and also for Fr Andrew and his family during
this sad time for them all.

Catholic Men’s Fellowship

Catholic Men’s Formation and Prayer Group
currently meet Thursdays 8pm till 9pm, via online
conference (zoom). We are a group of men who
have met on a regular basis over the past ten years.
We invite men to various formation programs, and
to conclude with Prayer of the Church. Our chaplain
is Deacon Louis Azzopardi. We are currently using
Kapaun’s Men, Virtue Series.

For details on how to connect, contact Lee Caruana

via email leecaruana@hotmail.com

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to
Russia’s invasion, your support is more important than
ever for the people of Ukraine.

Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
ukraine/

Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
1 -2 October 2022

Readers: 5:30pm R Lazarus
M Dos Santos
8:00am A Di Donato
M El Khoury
10:00am P Marshall
J Duru
Choir Notice

The next rehearsal will be on Monday 3rd October
2022 at 7:00pm

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week

(26 Sep—1 Oct 2022)

Mon 26/9  Sts Cosmas and Damian, martyrs

Tue  27/9 St Vincent de Paul, priest

Wed 28/9 St Wenceslaus, martyr

St Lawrence Ruiz and companions,

martyrs

Thu  29/9  Sts Micharl, Gabriel, Raphael,
archangels

Fri 30/9 St Jerome, priest, doctor

Sat 1/10 St Thérese of the Child Jesus, virgin

doctor

Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael
archangels

The name Michael signifies “who is like to God?” and was the
war cry of the good Angels in the battle fought in heaven
against Satan and his followers. He has been especially
honoured and invoked as patron and protector by the Church
from the time of the Apostles.

The name Gabriel means “man of God” or “God has shown
Himself mighty.” He was the Angel who appeared to
Zechariah to announce the birth of St John the Baptizer.
Finally, he announced to Mary that she would bear a Son who
would be conceived of the Holy Spirit, Son of the Most High,
and the Saviour of the world.

The name Raphael means “God has healed.” This Angel first
appears in Holy Scripture in the Book of Tobit. He acts as a
guide to young Tobiah on his journey to Rages, east of
Nineveh, to collect a debt owed to his father. The Angel
binds the demon Asmodeus in the desert of Egypt, helps
Tobiah to find a wife and recover the debt, and heals Tobit
from blindness.
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TO NEELA AND HER FAMILY

In three weeks’ time, Catholic Mission will share an opportunity for you to partner
with the Church in Ethiopia as it builds a new and exciting community project to
help address malnutrition in rural communities like Emdibir.

This work simply will not be possible without your support - we hope
you will accept this invitation to make a real and lasting impact for

Freecall: 1800 257 296
catholicmission.org.au/ethiopia

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810

or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide

support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

25 September 2022

“But if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent”

At around Christmas time each year, there is often a film presentation of Charles
Dickens’ classic novel A Christmas Carol. It tells the story of Ebenezer Scrooge, a
miserly recluse, who has devoted his entire life to building up his wealth. The ghost
of his former business partner Jacob Marley appears to him on Christmas Eve,
covered in chains and money boxes, to warn him of what will happen to him if he
continues to live the same way of life that he himself once lived.

Scrooge is then visited in turn by three ghosts - of Christmas past, present and
future. They show him the opportunities that he didn’t see in his life and the people
whose lives he didn’t notice in his single minded pursuit of money. Finally, he sees
people willing to attend a funeral only if lunch was provided and then a neglected
grave - his own.

Dickens gave his readers a happy ending to the story. Ebenezer Scrooge wakes
up a changed man on Christmas morning. He makes a large donation to charity and
takes a personal interest in the family of his underpaid and overworked clerk, a
man whom he had previously ignored. Jesus however does not provide us with a
happy ending to his parable of the rich man and Lazarus. When the rich man dies
and experiences “torment in Hades”, he asks first for some relief from his pain, a
drop of water to cool his tongue, and then for the spirit of Lazarus to go and warn
his brothers of the fate that awaited them.

Both of these requests are denied. Unlike the parable of the prodigal son, this
parable is not about repentance and forgiveness. Part of the reason for this should
be obvious - the rich man has died and therefore the time for repentance and a true
conversion of heart has passed. But why wasn’t he granted his request for the spirit
of Lazarus to warn his brothers to change their ways before they experienced the
same punishment?

Abraham, Israel’s ‘father in faith’, says in Jesus’ parable, "If they will not listen
either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
should rise from the dead.” The reason Jesus provides for not granting the rich
man’s request links him with God’s justice and his care for the poor and the
downtrodden that is expressed in our psalm - “He upholds the widow and the
orphan/but thwarts the path of the wicked” - and in our reading from the prophet
Amos.

Many centuries before Jesus, prophets like Amos had spoken out against the
lavish lifestyle of the wealthy, a way of life that was often associated with the
worship of foreign gods. Amos denounced all those who were “ensconced so snugly
in Zion”, listing all the ways in which their way of life showed that they couldn't care
less about “the ruin of Joseph”. Even though they shared in the same faith in God
as the poor, they had become so caught up in their way of life (*ensconced”) that
they didn’t even notice the poverty and misery around them. God’s judgement on
them, spoken through Amos, is uncompromising: “they will be the first to be exiled;
the sprawlers’ revelry is over.”

Jesus’ parable echoes the teaching that concluded last week’s Gospel: “You
cannot be the slave of both God and money”. The rich man hadn’t harmed or
exploited Lazarus in any way, nor is there a suggestion that he had become rich by
exploiting others. He also wasn’t condemned simply because he was rich. He was
condemned because he allowed his way of life to make him blind to the suffering of
Lazarus who lived a miserable life “at his gate”. The way of life that he had created
and the security that it provided was like a wall around him shutting out the sight of
even someone he could see every day.

Jesus addressed this parable to the Pharisees whose way of life at times
contradicted their claim to follow the Law of the Lord in every detail. Luke also
intends this parable to be a warning to us as followers of Jesus. Will we listen to
Jesus who “rose from the dead”, unlike Lazarus in his parable, and act as if we truly
believed in his teaching that you cannot be the slave of both God and money?

We call ourselves Christians and, as we celebrate the Eucharist, we receive the
Risen Lord himself. True Christian faith is not to be reduced to the solemn belief in
the mysteries and celebration of our faith. Do we who preach that a man has risen
from the dead, and celebrate that mystery in fine liturgies, see the poor man at our
door? (F J Maloney SDB This is the Gospel of the Lord)

Deacon Louis
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Palms Australia

Volunteer Accounts Officer/Bookkeeper
Are you a retired Accounts Officer looking to contribute your bookkeeping skills
to a Catholic Charity?
Palms Australia facilitates our response, as church, to global communities who seek mentors to build the capacity of
their organisations and individuals and so reduce poverty. Securing a part-time volunteer Accounts Officer will allow
Palms to use more of their donations to recruit, prepare, send, and support the qualified and experienced Catholics who
volunteer for our mission abroad. Kevin Wilson will be delighted to discuss the possibilities.

Ph 0412 550 902 OR E-mail kevin@palms.org.au
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray ...

For the sick
Bernadette O’Shea
Mary Duggan
Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, lan, Pat
Christina

Recently Deceased
Paul Alexander James
Marita Jimenez-Waugh
John Bradstreet
Rolando Binuya
Danny Hernandez

Death Anniversary
John Michael McGrath
Tess Lasala
Antomio Pizzinga
Devito Antonia
Veronica Ciliberto

For the Souls
Leonardo Pereira
Joseph Ledru
Vincenso, Giovanni,
Carmela Stillittano
Domenica Pugliese
Gaetano Bernardi

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory
Special Intentions
O’Shea Family
Thomas Duggan
Leah Tillam
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