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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

Parish Office

Maria - Mondays
Cecilia —Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm

Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257

Mass Times

Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am

Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass

Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the

Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am

Sacraments

Confession

Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment

Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th

Sunday 11.15am

From August Baptisms
only on 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.

Marriage
At least 6 months notice

required

Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call

Devotions

Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass

Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

Novena to Our Lady of

Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm
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Heis nothere: For he is risen, as he said.

Mattlwew 28:6

Wishing yow a Blessed and Joy Filled Easter!
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Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important
than ever for the people of Ukraine. Donate gener-
ously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Sign an ePetition against
Euthanasia Laws in NSW

Archbishop Anthony Fisher
OP has asked Catholics to
support an e-petition
launched by Upper House
MLC Greg Donnelly.

(Please see the bulletin board for
more social tiles/flyers.)

Marriage Preparation Course: Engaged
Encounter

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged
Encounter provides you with deeper insights into
each other and into married life.

We give you a chance to spend time together to
strengthen and enrich your relationship. For further
information visit our website:
www.engagedencounter.org.au

Choose any of the coming Weekends: Apr30 - May
01, Aug 06-07, Nov 12-13

If COVID-19 restrictions prevent a face-to-face
seminar, the CEE weekend will be held via Zoom.

Choir Notice
The next rehearsal will be on Monday 25th April
2022 at 7:00pm.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
23 & 24 April 2022

Readers: 5:30pm R Lazarus
M Dos Santos
8:00am J Peters
G Turnbull
10:00am M Peddie
R Rita

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or

anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police.
Integrity
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who

Safeguarding and Ministerial
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.

Alternatively, you can contact the
Office at 02) 9390 5810 or

will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to

the police.

Easter Sunday / C 17 April 2022

What is the resurrection of Jesus?

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we have testified of
God that he raised Christ” (1 Cor15:14-15) St Paul is quite emphatic about the
place of the resurrection of Jesus in Christian faith: it is the foundation of all that we
believe. He even goes on to say that, without the resurrection of Jesus, our faith is
pointless and that “"of all people, we are most to be pitied.”

In his book Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week, Pope Benedict highlights what St Paul’s
insight into the Resurrection of Jesus means for our faith in Jesus as the Saviour of
the world:

Without the Resurrection, it would still be possible to put together a kind of
Christian world view, a series of interesting ideas about our relationship with God...
but the Christian faith itself would be dead. Jesus would be a failed religious leader,
someone who, despite his failure, can cause us to reflect. But he would then remain
purely human, and his authority would extend only so far as his message is of
interest to us... In other words we would be alone. Our own judgement would be the
highest criterion.

Pope Benedict’s theological understanding is supported by the latest research
conducted by the National Church Life Survey (NCLS), a survey that compares the
views of church attenders with the views of the wider community. The survey
reveals that three in ten Australians do not believe in the resurrection of Jesus. The
Australian Community Survey found that 44 per cent of Australians believed in the
resurrection in some way but more than a quarter did not know what they believed
about it. The survey also revealed that only half of the people surveyed believed
Jesus to be a historical figure who actually existed. In effect, this means that, for
many Christians, the Resurrection of Jesus is important but not central to their faith.

What actually happened at the Resurrection? Pope Benedict emphasises that “for
the witnesses who encountered the Risen Lord, it was not easy to say: they were
confronted with an entirely new reality, far beyond the limits of their experience.” It
was not like the raising of Lazarus from the dead - a ‘temporary’ miracle since
Lazarus would eventually die. Jesus would remain just a historical figure, if his
Resurrection was simply a ‘return to life’ like Lazarus.

All the references to Jesus’ Resurrection in the New Testament show how totally
different this was to that of Lazarus being raised from the dead. St Paul, writing to
the Christians in Corinth before any of the Gospels were written, linked the
resurrection of Christians with the Resurrection of Jesus "Christ has been raised
from the dead... the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” Jesus’ resurrection
has opened up a new way of life for all humanity, a way of life linked to Jesus that
reconciles us to God in a way that is not possible by our own efforts.

Jesus used the image of the mustard seed, something very small but with the
potential to become great, to speak about faith. The Resurrection of Jesus had the
same effect on the lives of his disciples then and throughout history:

It was truly the new beginning for which the world was silently waiting. And for
the few witnesses - precisely because they themselves could not fathom it - it was
such an overwhelmingly real happening, confronting them so powerfully, that every
doubt was dispelled. They stepped forth before the world with an utterly new
fearlessness in order to bear witness: Jesus is risen.

Christian faith in the Risen Christ has transformed the world.

Reference: Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week
Ignatius Press San Francisco 2011
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray ...

For the sick
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, lan, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Christina
Ben Rodriguez
Isabelo Santamina

Recently Deceased
Jon Mountain
Luis Aguilon Abrenica
Artemio R Sebastian
Maria Magdalena Coting
Celso Acob
Death Anniversary
Rosalio Morales
Antonio Santos
Jose & Genoveva Rodriguez
For the Souls
Vincenzo & Giovanni Stillittano
Domenica Pugliese
Francesco Costa
Angela Vigolo
Carlos Guevarra
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
Marisa Rulli
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Maan Villamar
Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam
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